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deathwithdignity.orgcompassionandchoices.org

azendoflifeoptions.org

Resources:
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbkegYG0wsA


Advocacy raises 
awareness of an issue 
and is most meaningful 
when it comes from 
constituents.



7

How can advocacy benefit AZELO:

● Sharing facts and information
● Dispelling myths
● Demonstrates public support
● Increase the issue’s visibility
● Inspires others to speak

*Advocacy sets the table on the broader issues 
so the lobbying effort can be most effective on 
the narrow issues
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TF7-WL41d1k
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Advocacy DOs:
● Learn the basics before contacting
● Identify yourself and cause everytime you contact 

*Legislators meet hundreds of people and they can't 
remember everyone

● Know the status of bill and refer by its number
● Be brief (<10min). Legislators are busy.
● Be honest and authentic.
● Admit you don't know and offer to find answer 
● Ask the legislator for their support
● Share contact information so they may follow-up
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Advocacy DON’Ts:
● Don't be partisan, argumentative, or put legislators 

on the defensive
● Don’t just speak, listen too
● Don't expect legislators to be specialists *They’re 

busy and therefore generalists
● Don’t use jargon or acronyms.
● Don't be put off by long-winded answers
● Don’t take anything personally or burn bridges
● Don't be offended if they’re unable to meet and has 

you meet with staff.
● Don’t use form letters or say the exact same things 

as others.



Remember, you and 
your lawmaker need 
each other.
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How do I find my Legislator?

Identify your legislative district and 
representative. Enter your address here.

https://irc-az.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=424810a4667049388ef6df4f0c73098b
https://irc-az.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=424810a4667049388ef6df4f0c73098b
https://irc-az.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=424810a4667049388ef6df4f0c73098b
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How do I contact my Legislator?

You can send a personal email or call 
their office. Your legislator’s contact can 
be found @ azleg.gov/memberroster.

https://www.azleg.gov/memberroster


14

Preparing to connect:

● Before calling or testifying, write a script
● Keep it simple but significant
● Identify yourself as a voter
● Share a personal story
● Use compelling stats, such as polling
● Share endorsements
● Remind them ELO are personal choices
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Use different narratives:

● Empathy for those suffering
● Dispelling misinfo such as coerician
● Doctors support (polling)
● Seniors support (polling)
● Religious parishioners support (polling)
● Influential supporters: Colleagues, 

mentors, etc.



End of Life Options Act:
A terminally ill adult patient, with a 
prognosis of six-months or less to live 
and suffering from an incurable 
disease, may obtain a doctor's 
prescription for medicine they may 
voluntarily take to peacefully and 
compassionately end their life.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9C07Lu-3Go
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Significant criteria:

● Confirmed terminal illness with prognosis 
of 6 months or less

● Be an adult, aged 18+
● Age or disability does not make eligible
● Be mentally capable of making an 

informed healthcare decision
● Be able to self-administer medication
● Coercion is a crime
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Further safeguards:
● 2 separate verbal requests plus written request

● Patient must be assessed by a mental health professional

● Attending healthcare provider must inform the patient about 

ALL of their end-of-life care options

● A patient can withdraw the request or not take the medicine

● Life insurance payments can’t be denied to the families

● No physician, provider or pharmacist is required to participate

● Healthcare providers receive civil and criminal immunity

● Unused medication must be disposed/protected

● Lethal injection forbidden



20

Typical patient:

● Patient is older (70-90)
● Suffering from terminal 

cancer/pulmonary 
disease/ALS

● Bed-ridden, hospice 
care and reliant on 
pain meds and 
machines to live.
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Current authorized states:

Oregon
Montana
Vermont

California
New Jersey
Washington

Washington D.C.
Hawai‘i
Maine

Mexico
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● OH Predictive (Arizona), January 2022 - 60% 

Polling
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Doctors
Support
ELOA:
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Religious leaders support ELO:

Archbishop
Desmond Tutu

Methodist Reverend
Dr Ignacio Castuera

Presbyterian Reverend
Dr. Paul Smith 

Christian Reverend
Verdell Wright

Reverend
Cedric A. Harmon

Rabbi
Donald Berlin
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCnGIQ1Fi20
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Primary message:

HEAR
THE
BILL!
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legislative history:
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Target priorities:
● AZLEG leadership
● Senate HHS leadership
● House HHS leadership

* Local media
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Leadership:
In Senate:

● Senate President Warren Petersen
● Senate Majority Leader Sonny Borrelli 
● HHS Chair Sen. T.J. Shope
● HHS Vice Chair Sen. Janae Shamp

In House

● House Speaker Rep. Ben Toma
● House Majority Leader Rep. Leo Biasiucci
● HHS Chair Rep. Steve Montenegro
● HHS Vice Chair Rep. Barbara Parker
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Senate Health & Human Services:
1. Senator T.J. Shope (Chair)
2. Senator Janae Shamp (Vice Chair)
3. Senator Sonny Borrelli
4. Senator Justine Wadsack
5. Senator Sally Ann Gonzales
6. Senator Theresa Hatathlie
7. Senator Eva Burch
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House Health & Human Services:
1. Rep. Steve Montenegro (Chair)
2. Rep. Barbara Parker (Vice Chair)
3. Rep. Selina Bliss
4. Rep. Matt Gress
5. Rep. Beverly Pingerelli
6. Rep. Amish Shah (Ranking)
7. Rep. Alma Hernandez
8. Rep. Christopher Mathis
9. Rep. Patty Contreras
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Talking points:

● The issue is supported by a majority of 
your constituents

● This issue deserves a hearing
● This issue is worth a debate
● Give Arizonans a hearing so they may 

share their comments publically
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OpEds/LTEs:

Local news welcomes original letters with ideas 
and viewpoints that encourage discussion. 
Letters should be:

● Short (150-200 words)
● Authentic (origin from personal email)
● Truthful
● Compelling/Engaging
● Social-media shareable



End-of-life options are personal decisions
Choosing medical aid in dying is only one 
end-of-life care option. Those who are 
opposed need not choose it. Ultimately, this 
is a personal decision that only the individual 
can make and that’s why the Arizona 
electorate supports this legislation.





THANK
YOU!


